
Marks of an Apostle:Eight points to Remember! 
   
     1). Plurality of Apostles - works as part of a Team: (1 Thess. 1:1; 2:6) Lets look a little deeper at 
the apostle's ability to work alone but also as part of a team. He is not easily threatened and likes to work 
with others. In fact over "twenty men," at one time or another, were associated with Paul in his apostolic 
travels. True apostles are not charismatic lone-rangers who lack and even despise the checks and 
balances of plurality. This is one reason that they like to bring on younger men in their calling in God, 
such as Paul did with Timothy. 
  
     2). Gifts and Anointing: (1 Thess. 1:5a) They have spiritual "power" not just ecclesiastical "status." 
They enjoy the charisma of the Holy Spirit rather than their ordination papers or may not even be 
officially ordained by a denomination. God is rising up a new breed of apostolic ministers who will 
readily admit that they are embryonic and earnestly desire and covet the wonders and miracles that is one 
of the signs of a true apostle. "The things that mark an apostle - signs, wonders and miracles - were 
done among you with great perseverance" (2Cor 12:12). 
  
     3). Has a Proven Character: (1 Thess. 1:5b) We see in scripture that the apostles were men of 
integrity with mastery over wrong motives. For example they were not out to deceive, flatter or make 
money from those they ministered to (1 Thessalonians 2:2-6); men worthy of imitating. 
  
     4). He is a Man of Patience and Gentleness: (1 Thess. 2:6-7) Because he is a man of faith he can 
afford to wait. Because he is a man of love he does not have to throw his weight about. Building with 
living bricks takes time and trouble. Taking another look at the sign of a true apostle, (2 Corinthians 
12:12) we find the word perseverance, (patience...KJV). This reveals that true apostles are not mere 
remote office managers presiding over some new charismatic empire, which they lay claim to "covering". 
True apostles are prepared to spend time with individuals and not just leaders at that. (Unless one is called 
to leaders specifically) They are "on-site" superintendents of the work. 
  
     5). A Bearer of God's Word: (1 Thess. 2: 13) "And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and a 
apostle - I am telling the truth, I am not lying - and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles (1 Tim 2:7). 
No man can ultimately be recognised as an apostle, who does not have a proven ministry as a preacher 
and a teacher of the Word of God, for it is that which is the root of his authority, the source of his life and 
the dynamic of his ministry, he is a preacher and teacher of the Word before he is an apostle. 
  
     6). He Stands or Falls by The Church: (1 Thess. 1:6-7) 1) Like Peter, he should have been a fellow-
elder in a local Body. There, he can be tested and checked as he learns like everybody else, what it is to 
submit to one another in the fear of the Lord. As a local elder, he knows the responsibility of rule and 
pastoral care, which leaders in the Church have, and then as an apostle, will be able to speak into other 
Churches with greater sensitivity. "To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow-elder, a witness to 
Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock 
that is under your care, serving as overseers - not because you must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve..." (1 Pet 5:1-2) 
  
     7). One who is "sent-out" by the Church to which he belongs, an apostle carries credibility with 
him. Those who receive him can expect that he will have worked out at home whatever he is laying on 
them as counsel; in this way Paul and Barnabas were "released" by the Church at Antioch (Acts 13:1-3). 
Being sent out by the Church of which they were a part - they are eager to return to give their support and 
report. "From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been committed to the grace of God for 
the work they had now completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all 



that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles" (Acts 14:26-
27). 
  
     8). Finally and most importantly true apostles appreciate being "accountable." This gives them a 
sense of security, saves them from the wrong kind of independence and reminds them they exist to serve 
the Body and not themselves. They desire the best for the Church (1 Thess. 2:19). 
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